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A word from the editor
Although practically all fairs and
professional events were canceled
between March and August 2020,
book professionals throughout
the world have continued to work
from a distance with their partners.
As publications progressively
resume in numerous countries,
it is finally possible to take a bit
more time to discover the best
in international publishing.

80 crime and mystery titles,
spanning all genres and for
all audiences, which have recently
been published (or are about to be)
by French publishers.

To help you in that respect,
the BIEF (Bureau International
de l’Édition Française) is very
pleased to present you with
this interactive selection of

First novels or experienced
authors, titles that have sometimes
already been translated into many
languages… Whatever the case may
be, all of these works have

Many French crime and mystery
authors are already stars abroad.
But you will also discover
new names and some rather
original subjects.

a particularly strong potential for
translation in numerous markets.
You may discover these books one
by one or you may search by genre,
thanks to the interactive links.
To find out more about each
of the titles presented, we have
provided the e-mail address of
the appropriate person to contact
in each publishing house.
Happy reading! We hope that you
will make some exciting discoveries!

Bureau International de l’Édition Française
115, bd Saint-Germain - 75006 Paris, France
t. +33 (0)1 44 41 13 13 - f. +33 (0)1 46 34 63 83
info@bief.org - www.bief.org
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> Save Her
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> The Devil's Hour
> The Ghost Researcher
> The Idols' Undoing
> The Man from
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> The Undertakers:
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> The Unfaithful
> The World Doesn't Exist
> Venom
> What You Made Me
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P 23 - 28

> Blackbone: Coltan Song
> Cannibal
> Exit 32b
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> John Chatterton's Famous Detective Stories
> The Trial

P 41 - 42

Ecological
P 43 - 44

> Mutants in the Pond
> Philippine Lomar's Investigations:
Poison in the Water
> Trafficking in the Talon Pit

Occult
P 45

> Incidents in the Night (volume 1)
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Viviane Hamy

Ankama

Une femme de rêve

C linton Road

A DREAM
WOMAN
Dominique Sylvain
Find out more
> Dominique Sylvain's work has been
translated into approximately fifteen
languages and several of her works
have been adapted for the screen
> Print run: 10,000 copies
> Recipient of the 2020 Claude Chabrol
Prize, which is awarded to the best
adaptable crime novel and presided
over by Dominique Besnehard

Nico, a teenage girl, has just helped her father,
a robber who has committed multiple offenses,
to escape from jail via a helicopter. They hope to go
to Brazil, where Nico is looking forward to finally
enjoying life and above all, reconnecting
with the mother who abandoned her.
Karmia has just escaped from prison with the help of his
daughter, Nico. Schrödinger's the one who was responsible
for his nasty arrest, which left Severine, Schrödinger's
partner and lover, in a coma. Father and daughter have
kidnapped Adèle, a mother and volunteer teacher at the
prison. Meanwhile, the story of "The Chosen One" unfolds
as a young amnesiac woman propelled to another world
searches for her identity...

CLINTON ROAD
A thriller about an urban legend,
in the vein of Stephen King.

Vincenzo Balzano

John is a ranger in Passaic County – nothing unusual about
that. Except that Clinton Road, 10 miles of asphalt that he
patrols daily, turns out to be the most haunted road in the
United States, plagued by disturbing disappearances and
paranormal phenomena. As it just so happens, it’s also the
road where his only son, Benjamin, was last seen before
he disappeared. But John, who is unable to grieve for his
son, takes refuge in an altered reality where fantasies creep
their way in…

9791033511403 / 2020 / 144 pages / 17,90 €

9791097417512 / 2020 / 304 pages / 19,00 €

Lise Chasteloux lise.chasteloux@viviane-hamy.fr

Eva Rowenczyn eva.rowenczyn@mediatoon.com
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Fleuve Noir

Rivages

Cinq cartes brûlées

H elena

FIVE BURNED
CARDS

HELENA
How far will a mother go to protect her children
when they do the unthinkable? After Les loups à leur
porte, Jérémy Fel explores this dizzying question
in an expertly crafted saga reminiscent
of a psychological thriller.

What is life if not a deck of cards that's constantly
being shuffled?

Sophie Loubière

Mr. and Mrs. Graissac live with their two children in a house
in the Auvergne region. They divorce after he is suspected
of sexually abusing their daughter, Laurence.
Laurence picks herself up thanks to high-performance
sports, until the day her mother and brother, Thierry, have
a car accident: Thierry is seriously wounded and Mrs.
Graissac is sent to a mental institution.
Laurence comes back home to take care of her brother and
financially support her family.
That is how she starts working at the casino in ChaudesAigues, where she meets the man who will change her
life dramatically.

9782265143968 / 2020 / 343 pages / 19,90 €

Anne-Sophie Millet annesophie.millet@universpoche.com

Jérémy Fel
Rights sold
Russian

Find out more
>1
 5,000 large format copies sold
(September 2018)
>1
 1,000 paperback copies sold
(September 2019)

Since the death of her husband, Norma has done everything she can to make sure her children have a normal life:
Graham, the eldest, little Cindy, and the fragile and impulsive Tommy. But one day, Norma lends a helping hand to
Hayley, a young golfer whose car has broken down not far
from their house. An innocent decision that will change
everything. Soon a dramatic turn of events will bind the
characters to each other inexorably as they are caught in an
infernal spiral that they would do anything to escape. Anything, no matter how awful. And then there’s Helena…

9782743644673 / 2018 / 800 pages / 23,00 €

Marie-Martine Serrano mm.serrano@payotrivages.com
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Rageot

Stock

Dans la maison

D ans les geôles de Sibérie

IN THE HOUSE

IN THE JAILS
OF SIBERIA

Fear is an enthralling gamble for creative minds…

Philip Le Roy
Rights sold
German (world), Spanish (world)

Eight high school students, who are specializing in applied
arts, generally spend their Saturday nights partying in an
isolated country house.
For a change, one of them suggests organizing a thrilling
evening. The goal of the game: to frighten the others, and
make them drink. But with such creative minds, what starts
out as a good time soon gives way to truly scary staging.
The atmosphere becomes oppressive. And when a storm
breaks out, the group is cut off from the world. Soon,
strange noises resound throughout the house, stones
appear out of nowhere, a boy disappears, then a girl...
The evening turns into a horrific nightmare with no way out.

9782700259346 / 2019 / 352 pages / 15,90 €

Midnight Express in Siberia.
A gripping contemporary story of escape.

Yoann Barbereau
Rights sold
English (UK: Hodder & Stoughton),
Complex Chinese (Taiwan: Yuan-Liou)

Find out more
>N
 umber one on the sales chart
at the beginning of lockdown
>3
 1,000 copies sold since
its publication in March 2020
> Audiovisual adaptation in the works

Sarah Daumerie sarahdaumerieforeignrights@gmail.com

“The scene unfolds not far from Lake Baikal, where I live
and love and am lucky enough to be loved, in Irkutsk, the
capital of eastern Siberia. It’s morning, men in balaclavas
appear out of nowhere. My daughter screams. She’s five
years old. I’m arrested right in front of her, then beaten –
expertly – and interrogated. Worst of all I’m branded with
that ignominious word I struggle to commit to paper: paedophile. These men hidden behind balaclavas and shadows
want my skin. They have set in motion an implacable and
brutish process of destruction that has a name, a name I
know, invented by the KGB: Kompromat. ”

9782234086166 / 2020 / 300 pages / 20,90 €

Maÿlis Vauterin mvauterin@editions-stock.fr
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Le Lombard

Rageot

Irons

L ady Elliot Island

IRONS

LADY ELLIOT
ISLAND

Whoever thought a construction site
was a good place to hide an "accident"
has yet to encounter Jack Irons' eagle eye…

Heaven on earth is about to become hell.

Jack Irons is an engineer who specializes in superstructures. A sarcastic misanthrope, Jack is tough to like. But in
his field, there’s no one better. Massive bridges, far-fetched
construction projects in hostile lands — when the task
seems impossible, Jack gets the call.

Tristan Roulot,
Luc Brahy

9782803671847 / 2018 / 56 pages / 12,45 €

Christophe Guillaumot,
Lucia Calfapietra

Rights sold
Italian, Dutch

Maïlys Gervais mgervais@mediatoon.com

For her birthday, the young influencer Clara receives six
plane tickets. Destination: Lady Elliot Island, an island
paradise off the coast of Australia, strewn with inviolable
aboriginal lands. It's an Eden encircled by a coral reef
where turtles, rays, and sharks abound. She invites her
best friends and, to spice things up, two strangers... But
once on the island, several incidents occur. Her vision is
becoming blurry. Is this little paradise actually hell?

9782700273908 / 2020 / 208 pages / 15,90 €

Sarah Daumerie sarahdaumerieforeignrights@gmail.com
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Au Diable Vauvert

Les Humanoïdes Associés

Les poupées de Nijar

L es Yeux de Pandora

NIJAR'S DOLLS

PANDORA'S
EYES

A Mediterranean detective story set
in the lands of Andalusia, devastated
by industrial slavery.

Gilles Vincent

The photojournalist Thomas Volner is sent to Andalusia,
to the heart of Europe's garden, a sea of plastic in the
middle of the desert. Environmental devastation, slave
workers: all of the ingredients for a scandalous story. But
his investigation is disrupted by another case: after being
kidnapped on their way to school, children reappear days
later, hanging from the branch of a tree. A roman noir that is
simultaneously historical, political, social, ecological, realistic, and humanitarian, Gilles Vincent masterfully plunges
readers into a kaleidoscopic detective story.

9791030703153 / 2020 / 368 pages / 20,00 €

Pandora has just finished high school and is
ready to enter the adult world. But for a while now,
some shady characters have been tailing
her from afar…

Vincenzo Cerami,
Milo Manara
Rights sold
English, German, Spanish, Dutch,
Hungarian, Polish, Greek,
Croatian, Finnish
Press rights sold: Slovenian

Find out more
>A
 warded the "Grand Prix
Saint-Michel" in 2016

Marie-Pacifique Zeltner rights@audiable.com

An edge-of-your-seat thriller spiced with Milo Manara’s
gorgeous erotic sensibility. Pandora is a beautiful young
woman living with her adoptive parents in Europe. Out of
the blue, she learns that her real father might be a terrible
mob boss wanted by the international authorities. When
she is kidnapped and taken to Turkey, she is forced to
confront her dangerous past and investigate the motives
of the people closest to her. A dream team made up of
Oscar-nominated screenwriter Vincenzo Cerami and one
of Europe’s greatest artists, Milo Manara.

9782731618211 / 2007 / 64 pages / 14,50 €

Edmond Lee edmond.lee@humano.com
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Fayard

Calmann-Lévy

Sauve-la

Plus fort qu'elle

SAVE HER

STRONGER
THAN HER

A suspenseful page-turner, which shows
the frightening future of chatbots and social
media, capable of rendering our loved ones eternal,
but at what cost?

Sylvain Forge
Find out more
> First title to be published in June 2020
in the new Fayard Noir collection,
directed by Eléonore Delair
> The author was awarded
the "Quai des Orfèvres" Prize
in 2018

Alexis Lepage is about to get married when he receives a
message from his first love, Clara, whom he has not seen
in over twenty years. Clara informs him that she is dying
of cancer in Canada, and that she needs his help to locate
her only daughter Olivia, who is missing and presumed
dead. Soon Alexis learns some startling truths: Clara has
in fact already passed away and her messages are being
generated by a chatbot, and Olivia is none other than his
daughter. These revelations lead Alexis on a desperate hunt
to find Olivia, dead or alive.

An all-consuming love, the art of manipulation…
an autopsy of a crime of passion.

Jacques Expert

9782213717234 / 2020 / 400 pages / 17,00 €

Carole Saudejaud csaudejaud@editions-fayard.fr

One night, Cécile Maisonnave is hit on the back of the head
and pushed down the stairs of her apartment. She clearly
knew the killer. Soon, all the evidence points to Raphaëlle,
her husband's mistress. After all, she abandoned her family for him; what else is she capable of? In the style of an
investigation file peppered with police interview reports,
Stronger Than Her shows how the truth can be difficult to
discern when someone is manipulating it... A fascinating
thriller that echoes Gone Girl.

Forthcoming

Patricia Roussel proussel@calmann-levy.fr

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

A SELECTION OF FRENCH TITLES CRIME & MYSTERY

Thriller

Detective Young Adult Roman Noir Dystopian Children's Books
Historical Ecological Occult Espionage

Michel Lafon Publishing

Albin Michel

Surface

Le jour des cendres

SURFACE

THE DAY
OF ASHES

The police captain is unwelcome there.
As is her investigation here.

Olivier Norek
Rights sold
English (world), German, Italian,
Lithuanian, Swedish

Find out more
> 100,000 copies
> "Prix des Maisons de la Presse" and
"Prix Relay des Lecteurs" in 2019
> Audiovisual adaptation
in the works

A Paris suburb. Early morning. A police operation goes
wrong and Captain Noémie Chastain is shot in the head.
She will survive, disfigured, a living reminder for her colleagues of the dangerous nature of their job.
Months later in Avalone, rural France, the tiniest and quietest precinct in the country, where Noémie has been sent
to recover in spite of herself.
Her secret mission: write a report to support the closure
of the local police station.
One morning, a keg is found floating in the lake near
the village. Inside it, the body of a child that went missing
25 years ago...

Grangé plunges us into the captivating
universe of a religious sect with a terrifying secret…

Jean-Christophe Grangé

9782749934983 / 2019 / 350 pages / 19,95 €

Honorine Dupuy d'Angeac honorine@michel-lafon.com

A body is found under the rubble of a chapel belonging
to the “Emissaires,” a discreet and non-violent religious
community that had settled in Alsace over four hundred
years ago. All the evidence suggests that it was an accident.
However, when the investigators arrive at the scene, they
discover that the autopsy was done in a rush, the church
wasn’t sealed off, a valuable fresco had disappeared, and a
strange rock had been placed inside the victim’s mouth. Is
this a crime of vengeance, a settling of accounts, or a way
of covering up a terrifying secret?

9782226439420 / 2020 / 368 pages / 19,90 €

Solène CHABANAIS Solene.CHABANAIS@albin-michel.fr
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Albin Michel

Éditions Flblb

L'heure du diable

Patrick Bauwen

L e chercheur fantôme

THE DEVIL'S
HOUR

THE GHOST
RESEARCHER

After Dog Days ("Polar" Award in 2017),
Patrick Bauwen is back with a thriller
that is equal parts terrifying and first-rate.

Developing its plot from the everyday life
of a group of researchers, The Ghost Researcher
depicts the modeling of a problem in fundamental
mathematics and builds an original and poetic
scientific thriller behind closed doors.

On the eve of Halloween, the body of a young woman is
found on a railway track, embedded in the front of a train.
Lieutenant Audrey Valenti is tasked with the investigation
along with a brigade specializing in crimes involving the
underground or railway networks. Doctor Chris Kovak,
who no longer works with the brigade, has become agoraphobic and only practices medicine by teleconsultation.
Then he starts to receive strange messages… The Dog,
the ruthless killer with whom he has already had dealings,
follows a simple principle: each time he contacts the doctor,
someone dies. And contact is becoming more and more
frequent…

Robin Cousin
Rights sold
Spanish (Mexico)

Find out more
> "Scientific Fiction" Award in 2015

9782226452511 / 2020 / 480 pages / 22,90 €

Solène Chabanais Solene.CHABANAIS@albin-michel.fr

Sarah Lapalu sarah@eddy-agency.com
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The Foundation for the Study of Complex and Dynamic
Systems welcomes 24 researchers in residence and provides unlimited resources for their work. One evening, three
researchers discover that there is a fourth person in their
building, whom no one has ever seen...

9782357611719 / 2019 / 128 pages / 20,00 €
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Nouveau Monde

Denoël

La Défaite des idoles

L 'homme de la plaine du Nord

THE IDOLS'
UNDOING

THE MAN FROM
THE NORTHERN
PLAINS

The latest sensation in French political
crime fiction!

Benjamin Dierstein
Find out more
> The author received the "Sang-froid
Prize for First Crime Novel"
for The Smoking Mermaid
[La Sirène qui fume].

October 2011. Gaddafi is killed and Libya is ablaze. The
French conservative and socialist parties begin their presidential campaigns. Former hero of Paris's drug squad,
the fallen police officer Kertesz is recruited by Corsican
crooks for a cocaine trafficking ring. Meanwhile, he's spying
for a private intelligence company. Captain Verhaeghen,
who's close to Sarkozy's supporters, is put on the trail of
her former colleague Kertesz and a few other ghosts that
she's vowed to take out. Kertesz and Verhaeghen will find
themselves in a duel to the death in the very heart of modern corruption.

The profiler Hanah Baxter must face up
to her past in this new and perfectly honed thriller.

Sonja Delzongle

9782369428848 / 2020 / 640 pages / 20,90 €

Hanah Baxter, a Belgian woman living in New York, is one
of the best profilers in the world. When she returns home
after an investigation and finally unpacks her bags, two
FBI agents knock at her door. An international warrant
has been issued for her arrest. Baxter is accused of murdering Anton Vifkin, the legendary profiler who was also
her mentor. This investigation plunges her into her past
and takes her, in the wake of the mysterious Man from the
Northern Plains, where she never thought she would go.

9782207157411 / 2020 / 400 pages / 19,90 €

Yannick Dehée yan.dehee@nouveau-monde.net

Constance Malbois constance.malbois@denoel.fr
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Éditions de la Gouttière

Viviane Hamy

Les Croques - Tome 2 - Oiseaux de malheur

L es Infidèles

THE UNDERTAKERS:
BIRDS OF MISFORTUNE

THE
UNFAITHFUL

A thrilling series in which twins (who are also victims
of bullying) will lead an investigation…

Salome Jolain, a journalist with TV24,
was murdered while investigating adultery.
Her aunt, Alice Kleber, is the founder of lovalibi.com,
a site that provides alibis to adulterous couples.
The connection can hardly be a coincidence.

COMIC BOOKS GRAPHIC NOVEL

(BOOK 2)
Léa Mazé
Find out more
> Complete series in 3 books
(publication of book 3 in October 2020)
> "ACBD Jeunesse" Award in 2018
and "Coup de cœur Cultura"
> 14,000 copies sold of books
1 and 2 in France

Colin and Céline’s parents manage an undertaker’s company. Quite busy with their work, they don’t have much time
for their kids, who are teased because of their parents’ profession. Their schoolmates constantly make fun of them,
calling them "Grave Diggers" or "Cold Cooks." As a result,
the lonely twins get into mischief and end up getting suspended from school for two days. Fortunately, they can rely
on Poussin, the gravestone engraver, who loves drawing
and telling them stories. One day, Poussin directs their
attention to a strange marking on a grave...

Dominique Sylvain
Find out more
>D
 ominique Sylvain's work has been
translated into approximately fifteen
languages and several of her works
have been adapted for the screen.

9791092111934 / 2019 / 72 pages / 13,70 €

Sophie Froger sophie.froger@mediatoon.com
Alice Rocca alice.rocca@mediatoon.com

Salome Jolain, a TV24 journalist, was murdered while investigating adultery. Her aunt, Alice Kleber is the founder
of lovalibi.com, a site that provides alibis to adulterous
couples. The connection can hardly be a coincidence as far
as commanding officer Barnier, a family man, and the unnvervingly attractive Superintendent Maze are concerned.
As their investigation proceeds, Barnier struggles with his
feelings for Maze, fully aware that the attraction between
them can't interfere with the investigation.

9791097417024 / 2018 / 359 pages / 19,00 €

Lise Chasteloux lise.chasteloux@viviane-hamy.fr
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Gallimard

Rue de Sèvres

Le Monde n'existe pas

Fabrice Humbert
Rights sold
German

Find out more
> Selected for the 2020
Booksellers' Award
> 15,000 copies sold

L a venin

THE WORLD
DOESN'T EXIST

VENOM

A dizzying reflection on the power of the narrative,
this highly suspenseful novel questions a society
blinded by lies in which reality and fiction
are one and the same.

8-year-old Emily lives in the brothel where her mother Libby officiates. Left largely to her own devices, she decides to
flee her seemingly predestined future… Fifteen years later,
Emily has become a beautiful young woman who is heading
to Silver Creek, a small city in Colorado where she hopes to
cross paths with a certain McGrady, a future senator who is
not a total stranger to her. Just as soon as she definitively
settles that score, she disappears as mysteriously as she
appeared. But two headhunters, the Pinkertons, are hot
on her heels.

When Adam Vollmann, a New Yorker journalist, sees the
face of a wanted man on the screens of Times Square, he
recognizes him straight away: it’s Ethan Shaw. The goodlooking Ethan, who twenty years earlier was the high school
superstar and Adam’s only friend, is accused of having
raped and killed a young Mexican girl. Refusing to believe
he’s guilty, Adam returns to Drysden, the town where they
met, to investigate. He will soon realize that this case goes
beyond anything he could have ever imagined…

Emily, a new figure in the myth of the Wild West!
A heroine who is as manipulative as
she is a sharp shooter.

Laurent Astier
Rights sold
Dutch, Danish, German

Find out more
>3
 5,000 copies sold in France
> Series in 5 volumes

9782369815839 / 2019 / 64 pages / 15,00 €

9782072880315 / 2020 / 256 pages / 19,00 €

Judith Rosenzweig judith.rosenzweig@gallimard.fr

Isabelle Darthy idarthy@ecoledesloisirs.com
Marija Gaudry mgaudry@ecoledesloisirs.com
Iris Declercq ideclercq@ecoledesloisirs.com
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Belfond

Ce que tu as fait de moi

WHAT
YOU MADE ME
Passion. The real stuff. Extreme. Without limits.
Without rules. That uncontrollable blaze. That
unstoppable tidal wave. That fabulous, deadly thing.

Karine Giébel
Find out more
> More than 60,000 copies sold
> Complete English translation available

Tonight, it's the boss of the narcotics unit, Major Richard
Ménainville, who must confess to his addiction and answer
for his actions in an interrogation room. What really happened between him and his lieutenant Laetitia Graminsky?
How could love at first sight trigger such a tragedy?
Questioned at the same moment in the next room, Laetitia gives herself up. She will recount everything she has
experienced with this man. Will their versions of events
be the same?

9782714481962 / 2019 / 552 pages / 20,90 €

Anne-Sophie Millet annesophie.millet@universpoche.com
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Denoël

Actes Sud

18.3 une année dans la PJ

E t Mathilde danse

18.3: A YEAR
AT THE STATION

AND SO
SHE DANCES

An exceptional story: for the first time ever,
a police station opened its doors to a novelist,
who spent a year with the squad.

Pauline Guéna

For a year, the novelist Pauline Guéna was an intern in a
police station near Paris in the crime, drugs, and anti-organized crime squads. Day and night, from the grimy offices
to the crime scenes, from arrests to interrogations, from
the coroner to the tearful mother, she saw and recorded
everything. The result is an exceptional literary tale, for
the creative genius of writers easily rivals that of criminals.

A cop in search of redemption dives into the dark world
of human trafficking, a world of despair and everyday
assault that these girls dream of escaping.

Lionel Salaün

9782207159866 / 2020 / 528 pages / 21,00 €

After a night spent drinking his pain away, Commissioner Blandin, whose wife has just left him, is called to an
apparent crime scene: a young woman's body has been
found in a parking lot. The forensic pathologist concludes
that she died of natural causes and the case is closed. But
Blandin is convinced otherwise and decides to conduct an
independent investigation, from the shady nightclubs of
Bordeaux to the sordid striptease bars of Pigalle and rue
Saint-Denis in the red-light districts of Paris. A quest for
redemption in the world of prostitution.

9782330133498 / 2020 / 240 pages / 20,00 €

Constance Malbois constance.malbois@denoel.fr

Nathalie Alliel nathalie.alliel@actes-sud.fr
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Fayard

L'école des loisirs

Et puis mourir

B alto, le dernier des valets de cœurs

AND THEN
DEATH.

BALTO:
THE LAST JACK
OF HEARTS

A crime novel that blends together current affairs,
social demands, and personal revenge against
the backdrop of Paris in a state of emergency.

Jean-Luc Bizien
Find out more
> The author is a member of
the "Ligue de l’Imaginaire" and
has received numerous awards:
the Gérardmer Fantastic’Arts Prize,
the Adventure Novel Prize,
the "Lion noir" Prize, and
the "Sang d’encre" Prize in 2016.

Three Saturdays in a row, while all the police services of
France are mobilized by the demonstrations of the yellow
vests movement, murders targeting the rich are committed
in the wealthy districts of Paris. Commander Jean-Yves Le
Guen, together with newcomer Captain Patriziu Agostini,
must race against the clock to find the culprit. Because
the idea of a murderer linked to the yellow vests movement threatens to be the subject of political exploitation,
which would only worsen the situation - and jeopardize the
investigation.

Jean-Michel Payet

An investigation set in the aftermath of WWI.
Multiple victims, a countdown, a riveting case led
by a teenage boy and a journalist.
Who killed Timoleon Escartefigue, the humble bicycle
repairman of Boulevard des Batignolles in Paris? What
happened on the battlefront during the Great War, in the
rubble of a destroyed house? What became of Victor, who
was sentenced to death and vanished before his execution?
What secret is Emilienne Robinson hiding, the new recruit
of the newspaper The Excelsior? And why are veterans
being murdered one after the other in 1920s Paris? Who is
behind this? Balto, who lives in the Zone, a band of misery
encircling France's capital city, sets out on an investigation
to prove his brother Victor's innocence. To do so, he'll need
to identify the last Jack of Hearts... before it's too late.

9782213717272 / 2020 / 300 pages / 17,00 €

9782211308014 / 2020 / 304 pages / 15,50 €
Carole Saudejaud CSAUDEJAUD@editions-fayard.fr

Isabelle Darthy idarthy@ecoledesloisirs.com
Marija Gaudry mgaudry@ecoledesloisirs.com
Iris Declercq ideclercq@ecoledesloisirs.com
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Rue de Sèvres

Éditions Flblb

Sombres citrouilles

Malika Ferdjoukh,
Nicolas Pitz
Find out more
> Adapted from the novel
by Malika Ferdjoukh
> 80,000 copies of the novel
sold in France

L e profil de Jean Melville

DARK
PUMPKINS

JEAN MELVILLE'S
PROFILE

Malika Ferdjoukh subtly exposes racism, hatred,
and stigma regarding being different through
the multiple narrative voices of the children,
which unveil the adults' darkness.

A gripping and well-structured detective comic book,
full of suspense and twists, Robin Cousin plays
with black and white and colors to eloquently
portray the issues that digital technologies
pose to individual liberties.

Today is October 31st and like every year, three generations
of the Coudrier family have come together at the large
family home surrounded by forests to celebrate the birthday of the patriarch, Papigrand. Since it’s also Halloween,
Mamigrand has sent the kids out to get pumpkins. But out
in the middle of the field still enveloped in the morning
mist, something’s wrong. A man is stretched out, covered
in red spots… Dead. At first, nobody recognizes him. The
problem is that in this family, there are at least three possible criminal motives… And three potential murderers. Not
to mention all the secrets that have yet to come to light…

Robin Cousin
Find out more
> "Révélation

ADAGP" Prize in 2017
> "Quai des Bulles" Award

9782369811398 / 2019 / 160 pages / 16,00 €

Isabelle Darthy idarthy@ecoledesloisirs.com
Marija Gaudry mgaudry@ecoledesloisirs.com
Iris Declercq ideclercq@ecoledesloisirs.com

The multinational consulting company Jimini is about to
commercialize a new type of connected glasses that record
the wearer’s data to act as a personal coach and suggest
how to maximize his or her life. But a series of sabotages
harms the company’s submarine computer cables. Jimini appoints a private detective agency to find the culprit.
To solve the case, Gary, one of the detectives, unofficially
teams up with his childhood friend Jean Melville, an intense
defender of open source software who is suspicious of Jimini's real intentions.

9782357611115 / 2017 / 216 pages / 23,00 €

Sarah Lapalu sarah@eddy-agency.com
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Cherche Midi

Les Arènes

Monsieur le Maire

Pascal Grégoire

Joueuse

MR. MAYOR

PLAYER

Paul is the young mayor of Lomieu in the Ardennes.
A model citizen, he's currently on his third term
of office. Until the day everything changes. After being
found guilty of murdering the journalist Jacques Gentil,
Paul is sentenced to twenty years in prison.

Bravado, scams, and seduction.

How did it come to this? On his way to his cell, Paul relives
the past few years. Having been elected after a relentless
campaign, he devotes his life to his town. He learns to be
loved by the locals, along with the support of his associates
and wife. He also learns to be hated, turning the other
cheek to the acerbic criticisms of Jacques Gentil, who is
always on the lookout for any mistakes that could tarnish
the young mayor's career. But it is becoming increasingly
difficult for Paul to defend his decisions in the eyes of a
population seduced by the discourse of the far right. This
criticism-sensitive idealist is sucked up by the reality of
political life, until he does the unforgivable.

Benoît Philippon

9791037500663 / 2020 / 368 pages / 18,00 €

9782749163918 / 2020 / 288 pages / 17,00 €

Élisabeth Stempak elisabeth.stempak@placedesediteurs.com

An invitation into the world of gambling from a female point
of view. In this novel, peppered with slang and laughter, the
gamblers are big-hearted thieves who use their banter to
manipulate people. Their relatively well-hidden wounds –
masked by an impenetrable exterior and laid-back attitude
– make them tenacious and cheekily audacious. Righting
wrongs in weird ways, they take us on a wild road trip as
each individual tries to do justice while looking for love to
maintain their balance. Get ready for diabolical card games,
scenes reminiscent of Western saloons, and old-fashioned
gangster godfathers.

Sophie Langlais s.langlais@arenes.fr
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Gallimard

Cherche Midi

Requiem pour une République

Thomas Cantaloube
Rights sold
Greek

Find out more
> 2020 "Quai du Polar" Award

U ne affaire si facile

REQUIEM FOR
A REPUBLIC

SUCH
AN EASY CASE

A very promising and solidly researched first novel
that incisively revisits a powerful episode of the end of
the French colonial empire and its painful heritage.

A crime of passion. One morning in their family home
on the outskirts of Paris, a victim of sexual abuse
shoots and kills her violent husband, a fan of swingers'
clubs and sleazy relations.

Autumn 1959. The elimination of an Algerian attorney
with ties to the FLN turns into a bloodbath. His entire
family is decimated. Antoine Carrega (former Corsican
resistance fighter with connections to organized crime),
Sirius Volkstrom (former Nazi collaborator who carried
out Prefect Maurice Papon’s dirty work), and Luc Blanchard
(a young, naïve cop) are all searching for the assassin. This
manhunt, whose stakes far exceed their comprehension,
will lead these three men with radically opposed convictions and interests to cross paths and join forces despite
themselves.

Francis Szpiner
Find out more
>T
 he author is renowned in the legal
world (lawyer to many politicians).
>F
 ilm adaptation of his novel
Story of Women by Claude Chabrol
> Print run: 7,000 copies

9782072787560 / 2019 / 544 pages / 21,00 €

Judith Rosenzweig judith.rosenzweig@gallimard.fr

As soon as the shy young Lucienne set foot in his office,
Simon Forgel, a brilliant criminal lawyer with a bright future, immediately agreed to represent this loving mother
to a little boy without a criminal record. This unremarkable
minor news story couldn't have been simpler. The police
quickly wrap up the case. A confession, a guilty party, motive. As the date of the trial approaches, Simon Forgel is
feeling confident. But just a few hours before the trial, a
cop shows up and reveals something to him that could turn
everything on its head...

9782749160931 / 2020 / 144 pages / 17,00 €

Élisabeth Stempak elisabeth.stempak@placedesediteurs.com
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Flammarion

L'Association

Le Flambeur de la Caspienne

Jean-Christophe Rufin
Rights sold
Rights for previous books have been
sold in English, Italian, and Romanian

L e mort détective

THE CASPIAN
HIGH-ROLLER

THE DEAD
DETECTIVE

A new investigation for the consul Aurel,
this time in Baku, Azerbaijan.

David B. pushes the ellipsis of inter-iconic space
to its peak and presents us with an incredible epic.

How is it possible that Aurel Timescu is the French consul?
Despite his Romanian accent, his 1930s look, his past as a
bar pianist, and his loathing for work, he still manages to
ingeniously solve cases.

Started as a series in the short-lived journal Black (Coconino), The Dead Detective is a collection composed of
chapter headings only. Each page contains a title, a sublime
illustration, and a sentence taken from a text we don’t have
access to. The reader must guess and imagine what has
happened between these key moments to follow the enthralling adventures of the Dead Detective, the Girl with a
Thousand Daggers, and the Giant Octopus among the other
strange, scary, or grotesque characters that populate the
author’s universe.

9782081428478 / 2020 / 336 pages / 19,50 €

David B.
Rights sold
Catalan, Spanish (world)

Find out more
> The previous books all sold over
130,000 copies each

Florence Giry fgiry@flammarion.fr

9782844147486 / 2019 / 112 pages / 18,00 €

Sarah Lapalu sarah@eddy-agency.com

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

A SELECTION OF FRENCH TITLES CRIME & MYSTERY

Detective

Thriller Young Adult Roman Noir Dystopian Children's Books
Historical Ecological Occult Espionage

Calmann-Lévy

Celle qui pleurait sous l'eau

THE GIRL
WHO CRIED
UNDERWATER
Niko Tackian

In The Girl Who Cried Underwater, Niko Tackian tackles
a very topical social issue that is too often silenced:
femicide and violence towards women, both physical and
psychological. An intelligent detective novel in which
emotion rises to the surface with each passing chapter.
On a hot July day, a woman is found dead in a public swimming pool. Police commander Tomar Khan and his team
are dispatched to the scene. As far as he's concerned, it is
tragically clear: Clara Delattre killed herself. But Rhonda,
his second-in-command, refuses to leave it at that. A visit
to the deceased’s home leads her to believe that Clara was
a passionate woman who was hiding a great deal of pain.
What if something, or someone, was behind this suicide?
Rhonda will not rest until she discovers the truth. A strong
and topical thriller on violence against women.

9782702166246 / 2020 / 250 pages / 18,50 €
Patricia Roussel proussel@calmann-levy.fr
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Nathan

Syros

Blackbone - Coltan Song

C annibale

BLACKBONE:
COLTAN SONG

CANNIBAL
A compelling thriller with an unforgettable
father-daughter duo.

What if the next generation changed the world?
Introducing a new adventurous series
that reflects on the big ecological
and media-related questions of today!

Manu Causse,
Maylis Jean-Préau,
Marie Mazas,
Emmanuelle Urien
Find out more
> 6,800 copies sold

18-year-old Marie has just lost her mother in a car
accident. While sorting through her things, Marie learns
that her mother, a journalist, had been writing a story about
a next generation smartphone company and a mysterious
man connected to it... Was her mother’s death really an
accident?
With the help of Leo, a young hacker, and her godmother,
an Italian journalist, Marie takes over the investigation and
discovers that her mother was on the brink of exposing a
rare mineral trafficking ring in Africa.

Danielle Thiéry

9782748526280 / 2020 / 330 pages / 16,95 €

9782092591086 / 2020 / 352 pages / 14,95 €

Marie Dessaix mdessaix@nathan.fr

The night of a music festival, a girl is found by the side of
the road. She is confused and disoriented. A little further
into the forest, a group of teenagers is celebrating the start
of summer to techno music, but the atmosphere is not
particularly festive… Earlier that day, they had taken part in
a “no mobile phones, no connected devices” orienteering
course, and two of them are missing. Where are Roxane
and Rafaël? Meanwhile, police captain Antony Marin rushes to his injured daughter’s bedside…

Marie Dessaix mdessaix@nathan.fr
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Le Rouergue Jeunesse

Le Muscadier

Sortie 32.b

Je voulais juste être libre

EXIT 32B

I JUST WANTED
TO BE FREE

With this first novel, Antonio Da Silva delivers
captivating heroes and heroines as they fight
and live life to the fullest. No one will remain
unmoved by Lucille's strength and courage,
not to mention the breathtaking finale.

Antonio Da Silva

First there were the birds, frozen in the sky. The cow
corpses in the middle of the road. The adults who lost
their minds. Policemen everywhere, all the exits closed
and heavily guarded. And the never-ending motorway,
impossible to leave behind. For Lucille and her basketball
team, or Aaron and his brothers, the situation cannot be
explained. It is almost too crazy to be real. Yet death is right
there, watching. And as the world around them sinks into
chaos, they must hang on with all their strength and find a
way out of this nightmare: exit 32b.

A roman noir about the worrisome disappearance
of a 16-year-old "good girl."

Claire Gratias

9791096935321 / 2019 / 216 pages / 13,50 €

9782812618895 / 2019 / 400 pages / 15,70 €

Lucilla Faedda lucilla.faedda@lerouergue.com

Why did 16-year-old Manon, who has a reputation for
exemplary behavior, run away from her house one June
evening? Why did her mother wait so long before reporting
her missing? Why hasn't her best friend Salome heard from
her? And why doesn't Valentin want to reveal how far he has
agreed to go in the name of love for Manon? If everyone
shared what they knew, perhaps we would finally unravel
the mystery of this strange disappearance and a young girl
who just dreamed of being completely free to be herself.

Bruno Courtet info@muscadier.fr
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Thierry Magnier

Au Diable Vauvert

Keep Hope

M
 anille aux larmes

KEEP HOPE

MANILA
IN TEARS

The parallel construction of this thriller
(the investigation on one hand and the young missing
Native American girl on the other) keeps us
in suspense until the final confrontation.

Nathalie Bernard

Valérie Lavigne left her position as detective lieutenant with
the police in Montreal two years ago. Too much pressure,
and too many painful memories. But then at a gas station
one evening, she catches a little girl’s eye. She is sure that
she has seen that gaze somewhere before. Could the girl
be one of the missing persons she investigated in her former life? She needs to be sure and reconnects with her
lifelong partner, Gautier Saint-James. After Seven Days to
Survive, a new adventure for this couple of investigators
from Quebec.

A new adventure in the Tales of a Lunar Child
[Chroniques d'un enfant lunaire], or the world
as seen by a child with Asperger's.

Catherine Fradier
Rights sold
First book sold in Italy

9791035202224 / 2019 / 288 pages / 14,80 €

Lucilla Faedda lfaedda@editions-thierry-magnier.com

A teen who suffers from Asperger's, Sacha has a different
and guileless view of the world. Having been pulled out of
school, he lives with his mother, a humanitarian doctor,
whom he accompanies on her missions.
In Manila, after going with his father to look for pygmy
seahorses in the clear waters of the Philippines, Sacha is
kidnapped by the young gang member Nikki, a knife-wielding girl who slashed her own face to escape prostitution.

9791030702644 / 2019 / 192 pages / 12,00 €

Marie-Pacifique Zeltner rights@audiable.com
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Actes Sud Junior

Gallimard Jeunesse

Nightwork

Vincent Mondiot
Find out more
> Honorable mention
for the "Prix Vendredi" in 2018

Johanna Brock j.brock@actes-sud.fr

R un Billie

NIGHTWORK

RUN BILLIE

The main character's dull daily life suddenly
takes a decidedly grim and unexpected turn.

A puzzle that paints the portrait of a young girl
who lost herself to success. A tense narrative,
full of suspense and psychological acuity.

14-year-old Patrick is mad about drawing and video games.
He lives in the projects with his big brother Abdel and their
mother. Abdel, a delinquent, has just gotten out of prison
and their mother, whose life offers little to no satisfaction,
is on the verge of alcoholism. Suddenly, she dies. In order
to stay together and prevent Patrick from being placed in
a foster family, the brothers must keep up appearances.
Patrick can count on Abdel’s unfailing affection as well as
their sheer nerve, common sense, and resourcefulness.
Even if that means hiding a body.

9782330086688 / 2017 / 288 pages / 14,50 €

Claire Loup
Find out more
>C
 laire Loup won the "Prix des Ados
- Festival Livres & Musiques de
Deauville" in 2017 for Run Billie.

On the night of their first concert at the legendary Bataclan,
the members of the pop rock band Run Billie are on cloud
nine. So much success in so little time! But just before
going onstage, the dream is shattered: Billie, the band's
singer, has disappeared into thin air. What happened? Kidnapping? Suicide? Inspector Luka Prajnic is tasked with
the investigation. JB, Dams, and Moosh, the drummer who
was dating her, are all questioned in addition to the young
woman's family members. Who is Billie really? What was
she seeking that success didn't offer her?

9782070560103 / 2016 / 336 pages / 12,50 €

So Taniuchi so.taniuchi@gallimard-jeunesse.fr
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Thierry Magnier

Le Rouergue Jeunesse

Sept jours pour survivre

D ix

SEVEN DAYS
TO SURVIVE

TEN
Agatha Christie's And Then There Were None freely
adapted by Marine Carteron. Bloody and suspenseful!

All it takes is a second for your life to change forever.
That's the first lesson that Nita, a young Native
American girl, will learn when she's kidnapped
on her thirteenth birthday… An oppressive thriller
for a hair-raising reading experience.

Nathalie Bernard

Nita, a young Native American girl, has been kidnapped by
a serial killer. She finds herself tied up in a hunter’s cabin
deep in the Canadian forest. She manages to untie herself
and runs away in the snow, her abductor close on her heels.
Just as he is about to catch her, she hears a scream: his leg
has been caught in a bear trap. With only three matches
and two bars of chocolate, how will Nita survive? A race
against the clock starts for the police, who only have a few
clues at their disposal. The chances of finding the victim
alive are decreasing by the minute...

Marine Carteron
Rights sold
Italian

There were ten of them. Seven teenagers and three adults,
all picked to take part in a literary escape game and appear
on prime time television. The location: a mansion on an
island, cut off from the rest of the world where nobody can
hear you cry, scream, or call for help. When death begins
to strike the contestants down one by one, there is only one
question: who is the culprit? And one goal: survival! As the
tension mounts and the horror sets in, appearances come
crashing down, revealing that each and every one of them
has something to hide...

9782812617324 / 2019 / 304 pages / 14,80 €

9791035200398 / 2017 / 272 pages / 14,50 €

Lucilla Faedda lfaedda@editions-thierry-magnier.com

Lucilla Faedda lucilla.faedda@lerouergue.com
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Actes Sud Junior

La Belle Colère

Le domaine

L e Projet Starpoint :
La fille aux cheveux rouges

THE ESTATE

THE STARPOINT
PROJECT:
THE REDHAIRED GIRL

A beautiful setting and an atmosphere
in which the suspense and the reader's sense
of unease increase with every page.
Not to mention a very unexpected outcome.

Jo Witek
Find out more
> Recipient of the "T'Aimes Lire"
and "Librairie Lucioles de Vienne"
Awards in 2017

Gabriel’s mother has been hired for the summer as a servant in a rich household and he is going with her. The miles
of surrounding countryside are a promise of happiness for
this nature-loving youngster. Yet as soon as he arrives, he
feels ill at ease. The house's strict atmosphere triggers
uncontrollable reactions of anger and jealousy within him.
When the owners’ grandchildren arrive, including the lovely
Eleonore, Gabriel loses all control of his emotions. He will
do anything to win Eleonore’s heart. Even if it means putting
them both in danger…

Louise has disappeared into a parallel universe.
In order to find her, Pythagoras must dive into
this world and discover the secret of matter.

Marie-Lorna Vaconsin
Find out more
>F
 irst part of a trilogy that will be
complete in summer 2020

9782330060862 / 2016 / 336 pages / 14,80 €

15-year-old Pythagoras Luchon is excited to catch up with
his best friend Louise when they return to school. Unfortunately, he discovers on the first day of school that she has
been replaced by a new girl: Foresta Erivan. Pythagoras
can't stand this new pupil, who both irritates and attracts
him – until she turns up at his house in the middle of the
night to tell him that Louise has disappeared. She explains
that to bring Louise back, they must pass through what
she calls the "blind spot" in mirrors. Pyth follows her and
topples into a parallel universe – the one in which Foresta
grew up and where Louise is on the verge of losing herself
forever.

9782843379277 / 2020 / 432 pages / 19,00 €

Johanna Brock j.brock@actes-sud.fr

Julie Finidori (Agent) julie.finidori@gmail.com
Yasmina Urien (Rights Manager) yasmina.urien@anne-carriere.fr
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Flammarion

Écorces vives

Alexandre Lenot
Find out more
> Winner of the "Prix Première" in 2019

F raternels

BREATHING
BARK

BROTHERS

In the heart of a rural area, when a man from the
city sets fire to the farm where he'd hoped to see his
children play one day, he triggers hostilities amongst
the locals as age-old prejudices and resentment rear
their heads.

Augustin heads out on a trek on horseback through the
Bulgarian forest, using a fake name. Among his travel companions is Judge Steiner, whom he plans to kill because
he holds the judge responsible for the chain of events that
led his brother, Karim, to become radicalized. Karim, who
had been accused of terrorism, had escaped from prison
to set up a terrorist attack on a Jewish school before being
shot down by the police. Alternating between Karim's past
and Augustin's journey, which promises to be fatal, Vincent
Ollivier offers up a great and contemporary roman noir.

Out in a rugged and remote area of France, an outsider has
just burnt down a farm before disappearing into the woods.
While he roams the forest, the attitude of the locals turns
from wariness into outright hostility, with the exception of
a newly arrived young woman who takes him in. Together
they set out to reawaken the land and return it to its original
wild state. But anyone who wasn't born here is an intruder
and anyone who respects nature without seeking to possess or subjugate it is considered a threat.

Augustin heads out on a trek on horseback through the
Bulgarian forest, using a fake name. Among his travel
companions is Judge Steiner, whom he plans to kill.

Vincent Ollivier

9782081521421 / 2020 / 320 pages / 21,00 €

9782330113766 / 2018 / 208 pages / 18,50 €

Nathalie Alliel nathalie.alliel@actes-sud.fr

Florence Giry fgiry@flammarion.fr
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Nouveau Monde

Phébus

Crimes de sang-froid

Find out more
> An ideal introduction to contemporary
French crime fiction

N oir Canicule

CRIMES IN
COLD BLOOD

DARK
HEATWAVE

10 short stories by the greatest in French crime
fiction: Franck Thilliez, Caryl Férey, Olivier Truc,
Marcus Malte, Olivier Norek, Ian Manook,
Dominique Manotti, Danielle Thiéry, Jérôme Leroy,
Hervé Le Corre, and Sandrine Collette.

A journey straight into the inferno.

"My name is Jeremy Lepage. I'm 34 years old and I'm going
to commit the perfect murder."
A user manual for the perfect murder, the morbid nightmares of a former spy, a serial killer on an almost divine
mission, or a woman seeking revenge on her unfaithful
man... These ten short shorties will turn your blood to ice.
In the seemingly peaceful French countryside, simmering
South America, or post-apocalyptic United States, the authors have given free reign to their talent... and their most
primal instincts.

Christian Chavassieux

We're in the midst of the 2003 heatwave. Lily, a taxi driver,
is driving an elderly couple through Cannes. As the temperature rises and the miles flash by, each of the characters
is revealed, somewhere between love and violence. Lily is
thinking about Jessica, her eldest daughter, a disturbed
teen. And about her ex-husband, who left her for a younger woman. And above all, about what's in the trunk... This
heatwave creates an almost post-apocalyptic atmosphere
that echoes the deep angst of the characters, whose lives
inexorably escape them. The author brilliantly maintains
the suspense until the very last second.

9782752912237 / 2020 / 188 pages / 17,00 €

9782369426974 / 2018 / 176 pages / 14,90 €

Yannick Dehée yan.dehee@nouveau-monde.net

Christine Bonard Legrand christine.bonnardlegrand@libella.fr
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Les Arènes

Le Rouergue

Donbass

D es lendemains qui hantent

DONBASS

HAUNTING
TOMORROWS

A roman noir set against a geopolitical backdrop
written by a Le Monde correspondent and Donbass
specialist.

Benoît Vitkine
Find out more
> Benoît Vitkine is Le Monde’s Moscow
correspondent. He was awarded
the "Albert-Londres" Prize
in October 2019.

Sophie Langlais s.langlais@arenes.fr

Winter 2018. Avdiïvka, on the front line of Donbass. War has
been raging at the foot of the slag heaps for four years now.
No one even remembers how it all began. Heroism and
ethical values have long since given way to habitual conflict
– namely ongoing bombardments and petty trafficking. But
when children are brutally murdered, even Colonel Henrik
Kavadze, the imperturbable local police chief, loses his
cool. He throws himself heart and soul into an investigation
that soon reawakens the demons of the past.

Through the prism of a father's pain, this unsettling
novel pits personal justice against the judiciary system.

Alain Van Der Eecken

9791037500595 / 2020 / 288 pages / 18,00 €

The eve of the Christmas holidays and the year 2000. A few
days earlier, "The Erika" sank off the coastline of Brittany.
Martial is in a hurry to leave the courthouse, having promised to pick his son up from school. As the parents cross
the schoolyard, they hear a series of explosions. When a
teacher comes running out and collapses in a pool of blood,
Martial realizes what is happening. Risking his life, he manages to reach his son and get him to safety, or so he thinks.
His life has just been irrevocably turned upside down.

9782812619519 / 2020 / 304 pages / 20,00 €

Nathalie Alliel nathalie.alliel@actes-sud.fr
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Grasset

Dupuis

Est-ce ainsi que les hommes jugent ?

N ada

IS THAT HOW
MEN JUDGE?

NADA
After the fascinating Fatale, another neo-crime novel
masterpiece by Manchette, adaptated by Cabanes.

Through this diabolical plotline, Mathieu Menegaux
questions the power of social media and reveals the
downward spiral of a world in which Joe Schmo and
society are the ones who judge.

Mathieu Menegaux
Find out more
> Yourcenar Prize 2019

Every Saturday, Bertrand and his daughter Claire visit the
grave of Nathalie, their wife and mother taken away by
cancer. One day, their ritual is upset when a man tries to
kidnap Claire. Bertrand intervenes to save her, but is killed
by the kidnapper.
Three years later, Gustavo, a family man, is arrested and
charged with the murder. His wife Sophie mobilizes her
network and throws all her energy into proving his innocence. But when Gustavo is accused of murder on social
media and the public sees in him a perfect suspect, the
situation gets out of control.

Manchette, Cabanes
Rights sold
German, Italian

While paying a visit to an upmarket Parisian brothel, the
American ambassador is kidnapped by the leftist group
that goes by the name of “Nada.” However, the kidnapping
was caught on camera. Police chief Goemond gathers
his evidence and is soon on the trail of the abductors: five
men of various ages and backgrounds. Manchette’s iconic
novel, adapted to cinema by Claude Chabrol in 1973, feels
thrillingly modern to this day.

9782800162515 / 2018 / 192 pages / 28,95 €

Find out more
>1
 9,000 copies sold in French
>N
 ovel adapted to film
by Claude Chabrol in 1973

9782246817437 / 2018 / 234 pages / 18,00 €

Christiaan Van Raaijen cvanraaijen@grasset.fr

Anton Heully anton.heully@mediatoon.com
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Le Seuil

Les Humanoïdes Associés

Pension complète

S hots entre amis à Cognac

ROOM
AND BOARD

SHOTS
WITH FRIENDS
IN COGNAC

A completely delirious detective story
with a hint of tenderness.

Jacky Schwartzmann
Find out more
> 9,000 copies sold in France

Dino Scala, who is used to his opulent lifestyle in Luxemburg, finds himself obliged to stay at a campground in the
south of France. There, in the midst of all the tents, he
makes the acquaintance of his bungalow neighbor, who
seems as lost as he is. Charles Desservy, a famous writer,
came here to reconnect with the real essence of life, in
other words, with normal people. But in this overcrowded
campground at the height of summer, dead bodies begin
to slowly pile up around them…

9782021400984 / 2018 / 192 pages / 18,00 €

An anthology that shines the spotlight on crime fiction
for the 25th anniversary of Cognac's Polar Festival.

Collective
Find out more
>F
 oreword by the filmmaker
Olivier Marchal
> Introduction by Bernard Bec,
the festival's founder

In this anthology, a group of nearly thirty authors who have
been awarded prizes by Cognac's Polar Festival over the
years have come together to honor the festival. An homage
to crime fiction in all of its diversity (riddles, shadowing,
espionage, dishonest cops, bloodthirsty crooks), each story highlights one or multiple aspects of this classic and
multi-faceted genre.

9782731688443 / 2020 / 96 pages / 17,99 €

Maria Vlachou maria.vlachou@seuil.com

Edmond Lee edmond.lee@humano.com
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Le Seuil

Métailié

Somb

L a Daronne

SOMB

THE
GODMOTHER

A first-class and devilishly effective psychological
thriller reminiscent of Franck Thilliez
or Jean-Christophe Grangé. The first investigation
for Victor Carrane, a prison psychologist.

Max Monnehay

Every day, Victor listens to prisoners recounting their vilest
crimes, but he is bound by professional confidentiality. One
day, the woman he loves is found dead on the beach near
his villa. Her face has been mutilated. Things are looking
bad for Victor and he will have to play for time to find the
culprit. His certainties about his own life are about to dissolve, one by one.

9782021445961 / 2020 / 304 pages / 18,50 €

If you want compassion, you'll need to look elsewhere.

Hannelore Cayre
Rights sold
Croatian, Icelandic, English (Australia,
UK, USA), German, Italian, Korean,
Spanish

Find out more
> "Grand Prix de littérature policière" 2017
> "Prix Le Point du polar européen" 2017
> 85,000 copies sold
>F
 ilm entitled Mama Weed, featuring
Isabelle Huppert, released in 2020

"It was late July. The sun was blazing in the sky and the
Parisians were migrating to the beaches. I was just starting
out my new career and Philippe, my cop fiancé, was starting
his job as captain at the DEA. 'That way we'll see each other
more,' he'd happily said when he'd told me the news two
months before, on the day he was nominated.
I'd been truly happy for him, but at the time I was just a
humble legal translator and interpreter. And I didn't yet
have 1.2 tons of hashish in my basement."
When you're a hardworking woman alone with a strong
moral compass who's worked all her life to keep her head
above water while raising her kids... When you've served
justice without fail, translating thousands of hours of
phone-tapping under the table.. How do you cross the line?
It's simple. You divert a drug trafficker's mountain of cannabis and you do so with a light heart, without any feelings
of guilt or fear, but rather... you might say... a joyous detachment. And you become the Godmother.

9791022606080 / 2017 / 176 pages / 10,99 €
Maria Vlachou maria.vlachou@seuil.com

Maria Vlachou maria.vlachou@seuil.com
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JC Lattès / Le Masque

Dargaud

La deuxième femme

T yler Cross

THE
SECOND WIFE

TYLER CROSS
A gritty 1950s gangster series with the ultimate
bad boy of comics in the leading role.
Tyler Cross lives his life on a knife edge, but he never shows
the slightest sign of losing his cool. Perhaps that’s why he’s
one of the most in-demand drug traffickers in the USA.
Guns, drugs, and the occasional explosive combine with
cutting dialogue and dramatic illustrations to make this an
unforgettable plunge into good old-fashioned noir fiction.

A deeply disturbing noir novel about a young woman
trapped in a toxic and violent relationship.

Louise Mey
Rights sold
English (UK: Pushkin Press)

Find out more
> Longlisted for
the "Prix Maison de la Presse"
> TV adaptation rights
under negotiation

Sandrine is in her thirties and hates herself. Having grown
up with an abusive father, she has isolated herself from
the world.
One day, a happily married woman disappears while jogging. Sandrine takes over her place. When the case is
broadcasted everywhere, Sandrine gets closer to the devastated husband. She even moves in with him, but turns a
blind eye to the man’s insidious and violent behavior, which
doesn't compare to her past suffering.
But then the first wife reappears out of the blue and Sandrine’s world falls apart. Who is really behind the facade of
the devastated husband?

9782702449462 / 2020 / 332 pages / 20,00 €

Eva Brédin-Wachter EBREDIN@jclattes.fr

Fabien Nury, Brüno

9782205070064 / 2013 / 100 pages / 16,95 €

Rights sold
Croatian, Dutch, English, German, Italian,
Polish, Serbian, Spanish, Swedish

Find out more
> " BD du point" Prize in 2013
>B
 DGest'Arts' best album in 2013
>P
 rize for the writers of Sceneario.com in 2013
> FNAC Award 2014
>M
 aurice-Petitdider Prize (Bédéis - Quebec) in 2014
>A
 warded best album of the year in 2014 (Chambéry)
>2
 10,000 copies sold of the series in French

Émilie Vedis emilie.vedis@mediatoon.com
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Le Rouergue

Richesse oblige

Z ippo

WEALTH
OBLIGING

ZIPPO
With this fiery novel in which investigators
track down the owner of a refillable lighter
in the backrooms of bondage, Valentine Imhof opens
a reliquary of pain from the past and makes
our hearts race.

A sarcastic roman noir with humorous
and snarky righters of wrongs that we don't
want to get caught.
In the 19 century, the wealthy used their fortunes to buy
replacements for their children to keep them from going
to war. Today, they have very rich heirs and unknown descendants that could legally inherit!
An incredible cast of characters: insufferable bad guys,
oblivious rich people, idealists, an island ruled by a matriarchy, admirable women, all set against the remarkable
portrait of a Paris under siege by the Prussians and the
court's move to Batignolles.
th

Hannelore Cayre
Rights sold
English, German

Valentine Imhof

When they first met, she was very young. He made her wear
a domino mask, he called her Eva, and he taught her to play
with ﬁre. Then he lost her. He has constantly searched for
her ever since. When she fails to resurface, he starts to
leave her messages, traumatizing the police.

9782812618666 / 2019 / 272 pages / 20,00 €

9791022610223 / 2020 / 224 pages / 9,99 €

Maria Vlachou maria.vlachou@seuil.com

Nathalie Alliel nathalie.alliel@actes-sud.fr
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Hachette Romans

Rivages

Agence 42

L es lumières de Tel-Aviv

AGENCY 42

THE LIGHTS OF
TEL AVIV

When your reality becomes virtual,
how do you know if you still really exist?

François Rochet

December 2020. Another attack on the United States. The
government is decimated and the country is deprived of the
leaders of its biggest high-tech companies.
Six months later, Franck Goodo is tasked with taking over
the investigation. Julia Telco, the head of Agency 42, has
some doubts as to the identities of the people behind the
attack.
Meanwhile, the individual behind the attack is lying in wait.
He still has a move to make on the vast chessboard of his
plan. Clues soon come to the surface that suggest a much
more alarming plot that escapes reason. Franck Goodo will
do whatever it takes to solve the mystery, even if that means
putting his own existence in danger.

A futuristic novel set in Israel in a world
where separatism destroys individual destinies.

Alexandra Schwartzbrod

In a near future in which separatism has overcome nation-states, ultra-Orthodox Jews, allied with the Russians,
have taken over Jerusalem, where they want to found
“Greater Israel,” while rebels in Tel Aviv are trying to live
according to the first kibbutzim communitarian principles.
A second wall is built, and sniper robots are installed at the
border. Six characters’ fates will become intertwined as
they risk their lives trying to get past the wall.

9782743649845 / 2020 / 300 pages / 20,00 €

9782016269213 / 2019 / 360 pages / 15,90 €

Sarah Daumerie sarahdaumerieforeignrights@gmail.com

Marie-Martine Serrano mm.serrano@payotrivages.com
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Didier Jeunesse

Hachette Romans

La seizième clé

Éric Senabre

L a ville sans vent

THE
SIXTEENTH
KEY

THE
WINDLESS
CITY

A Matrix-like world set in a manor house.

A magical world on par with
Fantastic Beasts or Harry Potter.

In the immense manor house of Hemyock, Oswald leads a
rather comfortable life. All of the staff members work day
and night to help him develop his talents as a young prodigy.
Due to a strange illness, he isn't permitted any contact with
the outside world. He has never met his parents and knows
nothing about the world surrounding the manor house.
But as his sixteenth birthday approaches, the boy begins
to question these gray areas in his life. Then a young girl
secretly contacts him out of nowhere and encourages him
to run away with her. But how does one leave the manor
house walls? The mystery is much greater than anything
either of them could have imagined...

Éléonore Devillepoix
Rights sold
French (Quebec)

When 19-year-old Lastyanax becomes Minister of Hyperborea after the mysterious assassination of his mentor, he
finds himself caught up in a whirlwind of political intrigue.
In his efforts to survive the conspiracies that threaten the
windless city, his only ally is his 13-year-old disciple named
Arka, who isn't done surprising him yet.
One seeks a disciple, the other her father. One has a future,
the other a past. To outwit the plots that threaten the windless city, they'll have to tame one another.

9782017108443 / 2020 / 448 pages / 18,00 €

9782278091683 / 2019 / 224 pages / 15,00 €

Sarah Daumerie sarahdaumerieforeignrights@gmail.com

Sarah Daumerie sarahdaumerieforeignrights@gmail.com
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Kaléidoscope

L'école des loisirs

Au service de la couronne -

John Chatterton - Ses célèbres enquêtes

Une aventure de George le Dragon

JOHN CHATTERTON'S
FAMOUS DETECTIVE
STORIES

AT THE CROWN'S
SERVICE

Three kids’ literary classics in one elegant volume:
fairy tales retold as detective stories.

A hilarious bedtime story:
falling asleep not guaranteed!

Geoffroy de Pennart
Rights sold
Chinese (Simplified)

Find out more

Her royal highness Princess Marie is expecting a baby.
Prince Jules is thrilled, as is the entire kingdom, but trouble
is brewing between the two lovebirds. The situation is so
serious that George the dragon, an actor at the height of
glory, is called to the rescue...

9782877678315 / 2014 / 40 pages / 13,20 €

> 820,000 copies sold in France

Yvan Pommaux
Rights sold
Catalan, Chinese (Simplified), English
(India), German, Hebrew, Hindi, Italian,
Spanish (world)

Find out more

Before he wrote his masterpiece series on mythological
heroes, Yvan Pommaux was already an eccentric, derisive, and spot-on author, an idealist who made use of his
meticulous indiscipline in the field of children’s books
while challenging its very rules. The result? John Chatterton: a detective cat in a yellowish trench coat, a sort of
Humphrey Bogart dedicated to protecting the weak and
exposing the truth!

9782211235938 / 2018 / 128 pages / 17,80 €

>W
 inner of the "Livreimages"
and "Culture et Bibliothèques
pour tous" Awards
> 820,000 copies sold in France

Isabelle Darthy idarthy@ecoledesloisirs.com
Marija Gaudry mgaudry@ecoledesloisirs.com
Iris Declercq ideclercq@ecoledesloisirs.com

Isabelle Darthy idarthy@ecoledesloisirs.com
Marija Gaudry mgaudry@ecoledesloisirs.com
Iris Declercq ideclercq@ecoledesloisirs.com
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Kaléidoscope

Le procès

THE TRIAL
A humorous introduction to court trials, along with
classic fairy tale characters.
A common but tragic case is being tried at Animal Court:
a wolf is accused of having eaten a sheep. Is he guilty?
Yes. Can he plead mitigating circumstances? Maybe. But
what does “mitigating circumstances” mean? And who
does what in a courtroom? Have no fear, Stéphane Henrich
explains it all in this educational – and oh so funny – story.

Stéphane Henrich

9782877677677 / 2013 / 40 pages / 13,20 €

Rights sold
Chinese (Simplified), Italian, Spanish

Isabelle Darthy idarthy@ecoledesloisirs.com
Marija Gaudry mgaudry@ecoledesloisirs.com
Iris Declercq ideclercq@ecoledesloisirs.com
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Grasset

A lances et à pavois

Jean d'Aillon

Intrigue en Égypte

BY SPEAR
AND SHIELD

INTRIGUE
IN EGYPT

The master of historical crime fiction is back
with another Guilhem d'Ussel mystery.

Adrien Goetz and his marvelous recurring heroine
Penelope, a museum curator, take us to the Louvre's
Egyptian department in an investigation that will
reveal the best kept secret in history… A secret
that connects Napoleon Bonaparte and Nefertiti.

Autumn 1193. When Guilhem d'Ussel saves a boy from
drowning while trying to escape his abductors, he discovers that the boy, a future count, stands in the way of the
schemes of Richard the Lionheart's brother. Having been
entrusted with the boy's protection, Ussel is ambushed and
rescued by outlaws who then take him in. As he injured his
assailants, he becomes an outcast that even the French
King's captain can't protect. Condemned to the gallows,
he'll learn the truth about his enemies and the existence
of a fabulous treasure...

Adrien Goetz

9782258193451 / 2020 / 360 pages / 21,00 €

Marie Prudhomme marie.prudhomme@placedesediteurs.com

In this fifth book of the Intrigues series, Adrien Goetz and
his marvelous recurring heroine Penelope, a curator who
now works in the Louvre's Egyptian department overlooking the jewel collection, draw us into an intrigue that
will reveal the best kept secret in History. What secret ties
the Bonapartes to the Bourbons, the key to which is said
to be found in the land of the Pharaohs? An investigation
through the mysteries of history!

9782246863250 / 2020 / 304 pages / 19,50 €

Christiaan Van Raaijen cvanraaijen@grasset.fr
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Michel Lafon Publishing

Le Bazar de la Charité

THE BONFIRE
OF DESTINY
A Netflix blockbuster series

Odile Bouhier
Rights sold
German, Hebrew, Polish

Find out more
> Novelization of the international
Netflix series

Paris, 1897. Everyone who's anyone has gathered at the
annual Charity Bazaar Gala when a devastating fire breaks
out during a demonstration of the cinematograph, the Lumière brothers' revolutionary new device. Within minutes,
the wooden edifice is engulfed in flames.
126 people lose their lives, mainly high-society women and
their ladies-in-waiting, some of them trampled to death by
men trying to save their own skins.
The destinies of three women - Adrienne de Lenverpre,
Alice de Jeansin and her maid Rose Rivière - are profoundly altered by the tragedy. They must now seek to reinvent
themselves...

9782749941516 / 2019 / 290 pages / 19,95 €

Honorine Dupuy d'Angeac honorine@michel-lafon.com
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Kilowatt

Éditions de la Gouttière

Des mutants dans l'étang

L es Enquêtes Polar de Philippine Lomar Tome 3 - Poison dans l'eau

MUTANTS
IN THE POND

PHILIPPINE LOMAR'S
INVESTIGATIONS:
POISON IN THE WATER

A collection about young detectives in training
with an interest in ecology.

Véronique Cauchy,
Barroux

Louis and Susie are spending their summer vacation at
their great-aunt’s farm. When they head out to explore,
they discover a pond that hasn't yet dried up despite the
heatwave. It's full of fish with globular eyes and tadpoles
with six legs. A few days later, they've gotten up at dawn
to go fishing when they hear an engine roaring and see
the beam of a lamp in the night. They will discover that
the neighboring plant is dumping hazardous waste into
the pond.

9782917045701 / 2020 / 60 pages / 16,50 €

Dominique Zay,
Greg Blondin,
Dawid
Find out more
>1
 3,000 copies sold of the series
in France to date

The investigations of a young and modern girl
who helps other teenagers with their problems!
This time, she finds herself immersed
in troubled waters...
"The name's Lomar, Philippine Lomar. I’m thirteen and a
half. I'm already doing what I want to do when I grow up:
private investigator. I may not look the part, but I know what
I'm doing. Believe me." Philippine's deep in a murky case…
as murky as the river that's been increasingly polluted over
the last few weeks! And now Maxime needs her help, not
just to save the fish, but also to get his cousin out of prison.

9791092111514 / 2017 / 48 pages / 12,70 €

Galia Tapiero galia.tapiero@kilowatt.fr

Sophie Froger sophie.froger@mediatoon.com
Alice Rocca alice.rocca@maisondedition.com
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Trafic à la Fosse aux griffes

TRAFFICKING IN
THE TALON PIT
A collection about young detectives in training
with an interest in ecology.

Véronique Cauchy,
Lisa Blumen

Benjamin has a strange neighbor. After
investigating with his friend Cémil, they discover that something odd is going on related to protected birds. Fortunately, Cémil’s father, a policeman, helps them to bring to
light an illegal trafficking ring that endangers goldfinches.

9782917045541 / 2017 / 60 pages / 16,50 €

Galia Tapiero galia.tapiero@kilowatt.fr
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L'Association

Presses de la Cité

Les incidents de la nuit - Tome 1

L es gardiennes du silence

INCIDENTS
IN THE NIGHT

THE GUARDIANS
OF SILENCE

(VOLUME 1)

What if books had their own destiny?

An exhilarating dive into David B.'s fantasy Paris, an
intricate, ever-expanding web of dream and reality that
lovers of books and literary mysteries will relish.

David B.
Rights sold
English (world)

Sophie Endelys

Led by his nightmares, David B. sets off in pursuit of Emile
Travers, who is haunting Paris, refusing to die and continuing to publish the mysterious 19th-century journal Incidents in the Night, recounting fantastical and esoteric facts
as if they were the truth. Dusty bookshop shelves become
archeological digs as the author excavates layers of myth,
fact, and fiction. Blending mythological characters, the
author’s personal acquaintances, and the criminal history
of Paris, this fresco unveils a new face of autobiography,
one with its eyes closed.

Chloe, an archivist and bibliographer, is passionate about
ancient books. She recently discovered a very old manuscript in the family home. Jeffrey, her husband, is also keenly
interested in the text… so interested even that she kills him
without entirely meaning to. Where should she go? She
decides to run away to Heldenskøn, a small island where
her father once lived. There, she discovers an isolated
monastery that echoes the story told in the strange manuscript. What is the island's legend hiding? When Chloe
unearths the secret buried in the monastery, her destiny
will be forever changed...

9782258162952 / 2019 / 400 pages / 20,00 €

9782844144454 / 2012 / 96 pages / 13,00 €

Sarah Lapalu sarah@eddy-agency.com

Marie Prudhomme marie.prudhomme@placedesediteurs.com
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Didier Jeunesse

Le code Vivaldi

THE VIVALDI
CODE
Emma King had no idea that she was about
to become a spy in training when she left her boarding
school to live with her father in Venice!

Nathalie Somers

When her father invites her to come along on his business
trip to Venice, Emma King is overjoyed and leaves behind
her boarding school and all her friends without looking
back. No more proper manners in a school for good families for her! But the young girl is quickly disappointed by
her father's indifference...
One day, at the Doge's Palace, she overhears a conversation
about an upcoming burglary. Obviously, Emma wants to
know more, even if it means having to investigate with her
father's assistant, the unbearable and seductive Kieran.
Will she manage to unveil the robbers?

9782278098347 / 2020 / 256 pages / 16,90 €

Sarah Daumerie sarahdaumerieforeignrights@gmail.com
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