LoKal Residenz — IFB Maison de création

OPEN CALL - ARTIST RESIDENCY AT THE INSTITUT FRANCAIS BERLIN

From 4 to 11 March 2026, with a public final presentation on 12 March.
Application deadline: 02 February 2026

The Institut francais de Berlin (IFB) is launching a call for projects for a series of artistic
residencies aimed at transnational artists residing in Berlin. The first residency of 2026,
themed “Thinking Further,” will focus on digital moving image. It will take place from 4 to 11
March in the Ganeval Hall of the Maison de France, located at Kurfurstendamm 211, 10719
Berlin, and will conclude with a public presentation on 12 March. Additional residencies with
other artistic focuses will follow in the coming months.

The Institut francais Berlin provides the selected artist with the Ganeval Hall in the Maison
de France to develop one or more artistic projects related to the theme and to present them
publicly at the end of the residency.

#1 IFB x FAB: LoKal Residency — IFB Maison de Création

The March 2026 residency is organized in cooperation with the Festival of Animation Berlin
(FAB) and is aimed at artists working with digital media—including virtual and augmented
reality, 2D and 3D animation, generative art, immersive projections, or interactive
installations. The residency seeks artistic approaches that blur the boundaries between the
real and the virtual, experiment with new visual languages, and explore immersive formats to
imagine alternative ways of perceiving and inhabiting the world. The selected artist may
further develop an existing project or create a new artwork tailored to the space.

Location

The Ganeval Hall, located on the second floor of the Institut frangais Berlin in the heart of the
city—pictured at the end of the document—features large window fronts overlooking the
Ku’damm / Uhlandstral3e intersection. Artists are encouraged to use these architectural
features creatively, for example through projections onto the windows. Other proposals for
engaging with the space are welcome and should be outlined in the application.

Grant

In addition to access to a centrally located workspace, the artist receives extensive visibility
during and after the residency. The IFB promotes the artist and their work through its
communication channels and organizes the final presentation. The residency offers a
valuable opportunity for artistic production, research, and exchange, particularly through
engagement with the artists involved in events taking place at the same time.



The selected artist receives an honorarium of €1,000 (incl. VAT) for free artistic development.
All project-related costs (materials, image rights, etc.) must be covered by the artist. Upon
request, it may be possible to use existing presentation equipment.

Timeline

e Start of applications: 1 January 2026

e Application deadline: 2 February 2026, 23:59

e Announcement of selected project: 6 February 2026
e Residency: 4-11 March 2026

e Presentation: 12 March 2026

Institut francgais Berlin (IFB)

The Institut francais Berlin (IFB) is a cultural institution in Berlin whose mission is to nourish
and foster the city’s artistic scene, including through its quarterly residency program. Each
residency is linked to one of the IFB’s four annual “focus themes.” Each theme explores a
specific subject through various artistic formats (film screenings, performances, exhibitions,
panels, etc.), including a creative residency. The residencies are an integral part of these
thematic programs, and the projects developed during the residency should be closely
connected to the theme.

The IFB’s cultural program follows the guiding theme for 2026: “desirable future[s].”
Events organized by the IFB are deliberately engaged and aim to offer hopeful perspectives
in the face of contemporary challenges. Alongside its residency program, the IFB also hosts
a masterclass program: Kompass Masterclass — IFB Maison de création, sometimes linked
to the residency program, occasionally allowing invited artists to lead a masterclass.

Festival of Animation Berlin (FAB)

The FAB is a Berlin-based film festival dedicated entirely to animated film in all its
forms—ranging from classic hand-drawn animation and stop-motion to 3D animation,
experimental animation, and cross-media. The core of the festival is its competition program
with several categories (German animation, international animation, emerging talents,
feature films, etc.) and the Expanded Animation exhibition “FAB Dimensional.”

Alongside the festival screenings, the Berlin Animation HUB takes place during FAB, offering
masterclasses, workshops, talks, panels, and networking sessions for the animation
industry. FAB is a key production and exchange hub for Berlin’s animation community.

Eligibility Criteria



e Artistic practice involving digital media (augmented reality, virtual reality, 2D/3D
animation, video games, etc.)

e Submission of a project that engages with the architecture of the Ganeval Hall and
can be flexibly projected onto various surfaces for the final presentation (e.g.,
windows, walls, or other architectural elements)

Residence in Berlin
Tax identification number (Steuernummer oder numéro SIRET)
A connection to France or francophone culture is desirable but not required

Required application documents (PDF):

e Artistic CV, preferably with portfolio (PDF document, max. 5 MB)

e PDF document describing the proposed project, including a concept for using the
architecture/windows of the Ganeval Hall (max. 5 MB)

e PDF listing planned technical and material needs

Please send your complete application by email to:

marie.praun@institutfrancais.de and kultur.berlin@institutfrancais.de

Application deadline: 02 February 2026

Jury

Pia Djukic (FAB), Lea Brugnoli (FAB), Luc Paquier (IFB), Marie Praun (IFB)

Selection Criteria

The submitted project should address the theme “Thinking Further” in an artistic manner
while engaging with the architecture and characteristics of the space. It should create a
connection between the IFB and the surrounding public sphere. We are looking for
compelling ideas that use the available resources (time, budget, space) efficiently and
creatively. The application must explain how the project can be realized or completed within
the allotted time frame.

Contact

Institut francais Berlin
Kurfirstendamm 211, 10719 Berlin
www.institutfrancais.de/berlin

Cultural Program Manager: Marie Praun
+49 30 885 902 32
marie.praun@institutfrancais.de
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